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ANNUAL LORD MAYOR’S STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS 

Lord Mayor’s Address 

• Brisbane is a ‘maturing city’  

• Major game changing development and projects on the horizon: 

 Queen’s Wharf Brisbane 

 Howard Smith Wharves 

 Brisbane Live 

 Second runway at Brisbane Airport 

 Brisbane Metro 

 Cross River Rail  

• Infrastructure projects/spending over next Financial Year:  

 Road upgrades: ICB, Telegraph Road, Kingsford Smith Drive, Wynnum Road 

 Intersection upgrades 

 Speedy Cat services 

 Bikeways: $44 million to support the 8% growth in cycling each year 

 Libraries, pools  

 River hubs: West End, New Farm Park  

 Festivals and events: over 100 festivals and events supported by BCC each year, only increasing 

 Major sport and recreation precincts: Windsor and Rocklea  

 Flood initiatives  

 Witton Barracks and School of Arts  

• Financial health – significant asset maintenance investment; 10 year operating surplus  

 

Question & Answer Component 

? Brisbane Times and BDA: The Committee for Brisbane survey results – residents love the weather, hate the 
public transport, and are undecided on the quality of life 

 Tracking Brisbane against Melbourne – Brisbane residents feel better about their city, increasing over the past 
few years 

 

? Criticism of public transport and real impact of Brisbane Metro (delivered in 2020)  

 Brisbane Metro only part of the solution 

 Brisbane has historical disadvantages – only a few key rail corridors out of the city and narrower streets as a 
legacy of its initial development  

 Brisbane Metro and Cross River Rail to be a nucleus for future projects  

 Brisbane Metro will carry more in an hour than the GC Light Rail does in a day  

 Catalyst to provide economic hubs in key locations 

 

? Cross River Rail 

  70 million people use buses in Brisbane, compared to 55 million people using rail in the whole of SEQ 
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? Possibility of Light Rail  

 There is a romance around light rail, however it is unlikely to be a reality in Brisbane 

 Requirement for 7.5m tracks and 14m stations could close streets in the inner city, as they don’t have the 
width 

 Next steps after Metro likely to be the eastern and northern corridors (western more challenging)  

 

? Additional transport requirements  

 More green crossings, e.g. West End to UQ 

 Unlikely to be further traffic connections over the River (limited opportunities)  

 More and more focus on public transport 

 

? Congestion tax 

 Lord Mayor not a supporter of congestion taxes  

 Notwithstanding, fuel excise tax is a major revenue raiser, and changes to electric vehicles, automated 
vehicles will impact on this 

 

? Future automation   

 Significantly / fully automated SEQ probably 2 generations (30 years) away 

But Group of Mayors in SEQ looking at a regional approach  

 

? Audience: survey results show majority support better public transport, but is the reality that they won’t use it 
themselves?  

 Brisbane Metro not a silver bullet  

 Hard to legislate against human nature 

 But if public transport is attractive enough, people will use it 

 E.g. South East Busway – the key is getting the frequency, speed and reliability right 

 E.g. Park ’N’ Rides – never going to build enough, therefore importance of loop feeder services to the main 
corridors – people will engage in mulita-modal trips if the are travelling to a high frequency services  

 

? Parking rates for apartments in inner city areas 

 Importance of maximum rates 

 Want to see more shared use of cars – e.g. Body Corporate sharing arrangements 

 Likely to be embraced more by younger generations, cheaper, makes more economic sense 

 

? Cyclists and pedestrians  

 Looking to separate where possible to avoid conflict 

 Brisbane traditionally a pedestrian friendly city and Council spending has a focus on bikeways due to the 8% 
increase in cycling each year, however, Councillors have new footpaths budgets, Council increasing the 
minimum width of footpaths  

 

? Safety given the recent pedestrian death in the CBD and other incidents  

 Previous initiatives to reduce speed limits on most CBD streets to 40km/hr saw notable results  

 Council in discussions with the QPS following recent incidents  

 Likely to be some kind of campaign around use of electronic devices and pedestrian safety in light of recent 
accidents  
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? River Access 

 Acknowledgement of the need for more focus on mooring facilities and tourism opportunities from the inner 
city 

 Acknowledge the need for leisure cruising and tourism links to Moreton Bay from the inner city  

 Myriad of bureaucracy around river works, Council in talks with the State to advocate for a central 
administering entity  

 Council building river hubs (works commencing later this year for New Farm Park and West End) that will 
include mooring facilities 

 Howard Smith Wharves will have capacity  

 

? Planning for electronic bikes and skateboards – foot path conflicts, can’t travel on road reserve  

 Regulated by the State, hard to keep up with new technology 

 Council pursuing with the State regarding the various regulatory matters  

 

? Audience: rail? 

 Lost opportunity for additional heavy rail from the CBD at surface  

 Considerable costs associated with underground rail even where within existing infrastructure (e.g. Legacy 
Way)  

 Focus on Brisbane Metro  

 

? Prioritising Council expenditure  

 Keep operational costs of running Council as low as possible 

 Strong infrastructure spend 

 Keeping rates low 

 

? Mt Coot-tha Precinct  

 Mt Coot-tha is the second biggest tourist attractor within Brisbane (after South Bank) 

 Future initiatives include:  

o Walking trail upgrades 

o Picnic area upgrades 

o Zipline – at the application stage 

o New visitor information centre 

o Potential paid indigenous experience 

o Coot-tha Shuttle – high frequency services linking attractions 

 

? First Nation peoples  

 Council seeks opportunities to share story, history, culture e.g. Citizenship ceremonies, international student 
welcomes 

 Potential paid indigenous experience at Mt Coot-tha to build on this, provide employment opportunities  

 There is a hunger to learn about First Nation peoples, particularly from Asian tourists  

 

? Fortitude Valley Precinct: lock out laws, less vibrant precinct 

 Still a strong live music scene in Brisbane and a strong night time economy in the Valley 

 Need to make sure we don’t over regulate and end up like Sydney  
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 Potential new 4000 seat venue on Brunswick Street 

 Need to broaden the base of the Fortitude Valley economy to strengthen the day time economy  

 

? Results of survey regarding safety, considering recent high profile international students deaths  

 High coverage because these incidents are rare in Brisbane, more coverage 

 But consider Brisbane friendly and safe – common feedback from residents and visitors 

 Need to work hard to make sure this remains as the city grows  

 

? Aged Care and Retirement 

 Previous development has always been on the outer edges of the city  

 Council policy – financial and development incentives + regulatory changes  

 Determined to increase the provision of ageing in place, close to shopping, facilities, friends and families, 
personal services   

 

? Changes to Cabinet, and particularly Cr Bourke taking on the role as the Chair of the City Planning Committee  

 Councillors are political managers and should be able to float between responsibilities, regardless of prior 
experience 

 Cr Bourke’s main priority will be the flow on from the Plan Your Brisbane initiative and the 40 actions that 
came out of this, support New World City Vision 

 

? Audience: recent investment in Gosford of the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation   

 Some investments will have direct community benefit, but main role of the CBIC is to make money for the city 

 Similar approach to QIC which diversifies and invests outside of Queensland 

 

? One hope or vision for Brisbane  

 New World City 

 a city that is aspirational, a city that believes in itself, a modern and progressive city, and a friendly city.  

 One that is highly connected, in technology and transport 

 

 

This comprehensive event summary has been co-authored by Chloe Forsyth, Consultant with Urbis and 
The Committee for Brisbane. 

 

 

The Committee for Brisbane is the independent and most influential voice committed to shaping 
Brisbane’s future as the world’s greatest and most liveable city. 

 

 

www.bda.org.au 


