
Coordinated COVID-19 
Recovery Initiative

The Committee for Brisbane recognises the hardships that individuals, businesses and organisations are facing 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many, we have adopted a work from home rule and have either cancelled 
meetings or converted them to teleconferences, where possible. We appreciate that this is not an option 
for every business. We are particularly concerned for retailers, the tourism, arts and hospitality sectors, and 
personal services providers who can only interact face-to-face.

While we applaud our governments that are working hard to inform the community, manage the pandemic, 
and provide targeted stimulus packages, we believe there is a need to look for long-term recovery strategies – 
now. We need to do what we can to help the economy start to grow again.

Many of our colleagues in industry associations are working tirelessly to inform their members and are looking 
to the future. The Committee for Brisbane believes a coordinated, cross-industry approach is warranted. 
Across the business community, we have the resources, experience and thought leadership to consider and 
plan a wide range of response and recovery strategies to address the COVID-19 impacts on our community.

Cross-industry coordinated meeting
The Committee for Brisbane is inviting a number of industry organisations and others to a coordinated meeting 
on Monday 23 March at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre to start a discussion on what, how 
and when recovery strategies can be implemented. BCEC is donating a room that will enable attendees to 
maintain a large social distance at all times. The room will be subject to stringent hygiene protocols. A dial-in 
facility will be available for those not wishing to attend physically. We do note that this situation is changing 
rapidly and we will comply with government social distancing guidelines as they evolve.

Immediate questions the meeting might consider include:

1. Are there any industries likely to be less impacted by the pandemic than others and that might provide a 
temporary employment buffer for impacted sectors, eg do the outdoor construction industry and/or farm 
sector with their open spaces and (generally) significant personal distancing provide an opportunity for 
short-term casual employment to assist those whose livelihoods are being impacted now?

 2. How can the community support temporary, casual and “gig” workers who don’t get paid if they don’t show 
up to work - people who lose work but are not employees of a business?

 3. Are there government infrastructure projects in the pipeline that might be fast-tracked to provide casual, 
unskilled employment to those who are out of work in the hospitality sector, for example?

 4. What solutions might be available to support the large arts and entertainment community that is staffed 
primarily by casual or temporary workforces?

 5. What (other) sectors of the community could benefit from targeted financial support from government, with 
a focus on ensuring people can continue to pay rent/mortgages and buy essential items?

 6. What measures can be implemented to stop evictions for renters whose incomes have stopped, through 
no fault of their own? And then how can we protect landlords with mortgage and other property-related 
financial obligations?


