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In 1957, the Brisbane Development 
Association - the predecessor organisation 
to the Committee for Brisbane - was 
established by a group of forward-thinking 
civic leaders, who wanted the best 
outcomes for the city.

Our organisation has maintained a strong voice 
over the years in initiating major urban and 
city-shaping initiatives, such as influencing the 
form of the current-day South Bank, advocating 
for the removal of vehicle traffic through Queen 
Street Mall, championing the pitch for the 
Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
and promoting the important role the river plays 
in shaping Brisbane’s identity and economy.

Fast forward to 2026, and in front of us are the 
most pivotal five years our city-region has faced.

Hosting the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games presents unparalleled opportunities 
to raise the profile of the city and secure 
investment in the authentic places and spaces 
that make our city-region one of the most 
liveable places on earth.

We need strong leadership - both civic and 
political - to ensure we make the most of this 
window of opportunity and keep the liveability of 
the region front and centre during this period of 
intense population pressure and global scrutiny.

We need public and private support for positive 
urban interventions - both big and small. Fine 
grain activations and neighbourhood scale focus 
will keep our city connected and personable, 
while regional-scale decisions and major 
investments are needed to address growing 
pains and set us up for the next generation of 
prosperity.

Above all, we must focus on the things that 
matter to the people of the Brisbane city-region. 
Aside from the obvious benefits that Brisbies 
will feel from investment in their city, research 
increasingly shows that visitors, tourists and 
investors are drawn to the places and spaces 
that appeal to local populations.

If we love our city, the world will, too!

In 2026, the Committee for Brisbane’s five 
strategic focus areas are:

 	    City Vision

 	    Games Legacy and Growth

 	    Transport, Logistics and Mobility

 	    #BIG (Brisbane Idea Generators)

 	    Waterways at the Heart
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Committee for Brisbane acknowledges the First Nations People of the region and their continuing connection to and care 
of the land, waters and community. We also pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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A shared ambition for the state’s capital city - agreed by local governments, the Queensland 
Government and developed with the input of the private sector - that clearly articulates a 
vision and brand identity for the city-region. It must look beyond land use planning and chart 
a way forward for investment, engagement and talent attraction, factoring in the unique 
social, economic and environmental strengths of Brisbane.

A review of the imbalance in public and active transport usage in our city-region, and 
subsequent action to address the issue, with the aim of lifting our mode share to reflect peer 
regions across the globe.

A road network that attracts investment based on private vehicle usage as a ‘last alternative’, 
aiming to promote commuter journeys via public transport and reduce freight trips that 
should be undertaken by other means (such as through private investment in solutions that 
facilitate freight to port via rail).

A precinct governance model to facilitate joint investment in the public realm, activation and 
marketing of places, spaces and ideas. This is particularly relevant for fragmented precincts 
with majority private-ownership, anchored by consumer-facing businesses. 

A commitment to nation-leading internet connection speeds and network accessibility to rival global 
peer regions. Success on this front will require a digital champion within Government to harness 
private sector expertise and investment to ensure we are setting the region up for future success. 

A stronger value to be placed on civic leadership and ideas generation, with new formal and 
informal mechanisms for the people of the Brisbane city-region to influence, support and 
invest in their future.

A revised and strengthened strategy for Brisbane’s inner ring - drawing from Brisbane’s Inner 
City Strategy and the 2032 Delivery Plan - that reinforces the value the capital city brings to 
the broader state and region. Central to the strategy will be Brisbane’s role as an Olympic and 
Paralympic city, along with its standing as the seat of parliament and home of Queensland’s 
major commerce, arts, cultural, education, research and sporting institutions. 

A framework for connecting up Brisbane’s world-class precincts to ensure economic strengths 
are acknowledged, shared and built upon - rather than competing within for the same 
investors, capital and talent.

A strategic investment in the ‘green grid’ of the inner-city, reinforcing Brisbane’s identity 
as a sub-tropical locality, and supporting its aspirations as a safe, connected and walkable 
destination. Subtropical design must extend beyond the public realm and be at the heart of 
Brisbane’s urban design decisions going forward.

A focus on the value of ecotourism and nature-based activations, with visionary reimagining 
of public green spaces including Mt Coot-tha, Roma St Parklands and City Botanic Gardens. 

A dedicated approvals authority and stated aspiration to facilitate and promote activation of 
the Brisbane River and its surrounds, given its vital role in shaping the identity, economy and 
movement of Brisbane and beyond.

A renewed focus on activating the inner-city across all hours of the day and night, with promotion 
of the city centre as a destination of choice for Brisbane locals and visitors alike.

At the capital city scale:

In 2026, the Committee for Brisbane will be advocating for:
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In 2026, we will: 

          Provide a platform to generate and share ideas

          Influence and shape public debate

          Advocate for initiatives in the interest of the city
 
          Generate positive change for the Brisbane city-region

The Committee for Brisbane brings together the voices of Brisbane, 
drawing our membership from many of the diverse organisations and 
institutions who are invested in the future of the city-region. 

We are civic advocates. Unlike many other membership organisations, 
our strength is in harnessing our diverse membership to focus on 
advocating for shared goals and city needs. 
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To find out more about the Committee for Brisbane 
and how your organisation can be involved:

0494 375 523
admin@committeeforbrisbane.org.au

Level 18, 360 Queen Street
Brisbane QLD 4000

committeeforbrisbane.org.au


